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s LIMELIGHTS s

Krishi Vigyan Kendra organized a total of 25 trainings
including skill development, vocational and extension
personnel training programmes. During the period
a total number of 853 participants including 384
female benefitted from the training programme.
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REPLICABLE MODEL OF SOLAR FENCING TO
PREVENT WILD BOAR MENACE

Dr. V. Venkatasubramanian, Director, ICAR ATARI, Bengaluru
inaugurated demonstration of Solar fencing at KVK farm on 24th
February. The model covers total length of 500 m and protects
an area of 5 acre of KVKs instructional farm. In Pathanamthitta
district huge crop damage occurs due to the wild animal
especially wild boar. Defence mechanism like iron fencing,
making trenches, castor oil based Ecodon- jute thread fencing,
BoRep fencing etc. are found infeasible in long run and non-
economical.
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ZONAL WOMEN AGRIPRENEUR GONG[N’E 2024

KVK exhibited Technologies in the
Zonal Women Agripreneur Conclave
2024 jointly organised by ICAR- ..
ATARI, Zone Xland Kerala Agricultural .
University at Central Auditorium,
KAUfrom 20to21Jan2024. The main :
objective was to promote Women Agrlpreneurshlp On the
occasion Dr. C.P Robert, Senior Scientist and Head, KVK,
delivered talk on KVK ‘Kisan kart’. 10 women Agripreneurs of
Pathanamthitta showcased their agro products in the exhibition.

INPUT DISTRIBUTION TO SCSP PROJECT STAKEHOLDERS

Elanthoor, Kerala, Indi:
7PGG+XQ2, Omalloor Pariyaram Rd, Elanthoor, Kerala 689643, India

Handlng over brush cutter to SCSP Project stakeholders by

Dr. M. J. Chandragowda, Principle Scientist, ICAR-ATARI,Bengaluru
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Assessment of foam mat drying technology for fruit pulps

To address the lack of &= =g
low-cost value addition
technologies suitable for
the farming community,
an on-farm trial was
conducted to assess foam
mat drying technology
(ICAR-CPCRI)  for fruit - S
pulps compared to sun drying and solar/air oven drying
(CIPHET, Ludhiana). The technology extended the shelf life,
texture, and color of the products. It is a simple process, easy
to adopt, and small-scale processors showed increased interest
in using natural food additives derived from plants and other
natural sources.

INTODUCTION OF TRACTOR MOUNTED BED
FORMER IN VEGETABLE CULTIVATION

KVK  attempts to  maximise Ll gl
profitability in vegetable cultivation =~ =,
with the introduction of a tractor-
mounted bed former for raised !
bed formation in the custom hiring *
centre of KVK. The technology was ““2" " =
introduced in thel.5 acre land of m‘g
Ms. Prabha Satheesh , Kaviyoor =- -
Panchayat. The programme was
inaugurated by Dr. C.P Robert, Senior Scientist .The tractor-
mounted bed former can creates beds of 60-120 cm width
and 15-30 cm height. This technology simplifies the process
of raised bed formation which is the major labour intensive
process in high tech vegetable production. The use of this
machine results in a labor saving of 98.5 % and a cost saving of
70 % in bed preparation compared to conventional practices.
This significant advancement in agricultural technology can
greatly enhance productivity and sustainability in the district’s
agriculture sector.
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TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT TECHNOLOGY DEMONSTRATION

Cassava variety “KAU Uthama” ¢
for flood prone riverine ;
alluvium of upper Kuttanad :
area

To promote a suitable variety
of cassava in the flood-prone ¥
areas of Upper Kuttanad,
a FLD was conducted to §
introduce the "KAU Uthama".
The demonstration showed
that the KAU Uthama variety ME#==
is highly suitable for the ﬂood -prone riverine alluvium in the
Upper Kuttanad area. Benefit-cost ratio of 2.62:1 compared to
2.19:1forlocal varieties. The KAU Uthama variety demonstrated
early maturity and exhibited excellent cooking quality and is
susceptible to Cassava Mosaic Disease (CMD).

1 Introduction of ‘KAU Uthama’ Short
Duration Cassava Variety for the
Flood Prone Riverine Alluvium
of Upper Kuttanad Area

Demonstration of Floating cages for poultry (Duck and layer
birds) for flood affected areas

FLD on floating
! cages for poultry
(ducks and
ayer birds) was
conducted to
i promote this

| innovative concept
in the flood-prone
areas of the
district. This technology aimed to provide a more effective
and sustainable method for rearing poultry in areas frequently
affected by flooding.The demonstration revealed a significant
improvement in the benefit-cost ratio, achieving 1.2:1. This
indicates that floating cages are not only cost-effective but
also economically beneficial for farmers. Furthermore, the
technology resulted in a 76% higher survival rate for poultry
birds compared to other rearing methods in flood-prone areas,
demonstrating its effectiveness in ensuring the well-being and
productivity of the birds.

Rearing using formulated feed for Varal (Channa Striata)
(40% feed protein and 12%fat )

FLD was conducted to
promote the use of
specially formulated feed
for Varal (Channa Striata) |
in order to tackle common
issues such as slow
growth, cannibalism, and
low nutrient content
associated with §
traditional farm-made 8 %
feeds. The use of this high-protein formulated feed Ied to
significantly improved growth rates and overall health of the
fish, reducing instances of cannibalism and ensuring more
consistent and robust development. The FLD showed that using
the formulated feed in a 1-hectare pond area resulted in net
returns of Rs. 18,81,600. This is more than double the net returns
of Rs. 8,47,050 obtained when using other feeds.
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ACHIEVEMENTS

Dr. Alex John, Subject Matter Specialist
(Plant Protection) was awarded Ph.D in
Environmental Science from Mahathma
Gandhi University.

Topic : Development of Native bacterial

antagonist for the management of Pythium
Rhizhome Rot in ginger.

FARMER’S COLUMN
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